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Ustad Zakir Hussain & Pandit Shiv Kumar Sharma attend 
premiere of documentary on a 100-year-old musical legacy 


New Delhi, News Nation Bureau | Updated : 27 July 2019 


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OQy7gOuZGv_Y 


It was a star stuffed affair at the premier of Taranjiet Singh 
Namdhari's documentary 'Sangeet — Saroop — Satgur' which 
showcases the work done by Satguru Jagjit Singhji in 
mobilizing every youngster from a village called Bhaini Saheb 
in Punjab to learn classical music for 100 years. 
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mobilizing every youngster from a village called Bhaini Saheb 
in Punjab to learn classical music for 100 years. Present at the 
premiere was the current master of the Namdharis — Satguru 
Uday Singhji along with Ustad Zakir Hussain, Pandit Shiv 
Kumar Sharma among others. 


The documentary portrays the impact of music and a 100-year- 
old legacy. Narrated through incidents by industry stalwarts 
who have promoted and catalyzed the process by imparting 
their knowledge to village children, filmmaker Taranjiet Singh 
Namdhari depicts one of the most astounding stories of a true 
patron of classical music. 


“Very few maestros have had such an impact on our generation 
in all spheres of life, on music, on spirituality or on life in 
general, educating everyone as to how they can lead an ideal 
life specially though the field of music. 


The blessings that Satguru ji gave us artists cannot be found in 
another parallel in this life or era of ours”, said Ustad Zakir 
Hussain."“Satguruji’s efforts will be written in the annals of 
history with gold. His rhythmic play of the tarab on the Dilruba 
was incomparable”, said Pandit Shiv Kumar Sharma. 


Satguru Jagjit Singh was one of the biggest patrons of classical 
music in India and his love and dedication for it has inspired 
many a musician around the world. He believed that learning 
classical music everyday instills a certain discipline and focus in 
an individual, which is necessary right from childhood. 
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As a young adult, he made it compulsory for all children in 
Bhaini Sahib to learn classical music.The current master of the 
Namdharis - Satguru Uday Singh, has taken forward the 
tradition with equal vigour after Satguru Jagjit Singh passed 
away in 2012. From Bismillah Khan, Kishan Maharaj and Vilayat 
Khan to Pandit Shivkumar Sharma, Ustad Zakir Hussain and 
Amjad Ali Khan, the tradition has attracted many a music 
maestro to Bhaini Sahib to impart their knowledge to the 
children. 


The documentary is a musical journey that discovers the 


hidden gems of Sri Bhaini Sahib, and the mesmerizing story of 
Satguru Jagjit Singh that has remained untold. 
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RNM News| 27 Jul2019 By RnMTeam 
Satguru Jagjit Singh's contribution to music celebrated with 
documentary 





MUMBAI: Metro Cinema at Dhobi Talao in Mumbai was filled 
with Sikhs on 26July 2019, to celebrate the 100" birth 
anniversary of Satguru Jagjit Singh. Sikhs of all ages could be 
seen in white, guys with a turban and women covering their 
heads with plain dupattas would have been the first sight to see 
for anyone who entered the venue. It was a very peaceful 
atmosphere with people sharing smiles and hugs and 
photographers beautifully capturing those loving moments. 
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This event was graced by the presence of Satguru Uday Singhji, 
Pandit Shiv Kumar Sharma, Ustad. Zakir Hussain, Shri 
Chandrakant Dada Patil and Sunil Jeevraj Singhi. Their presence 
made the event much more memorable. 


Documented by filmmaker Taranjeet Singh Namdhari, the 
documentary is titled as Sangeet-Saroop-Satguru. The 
documentary covered instances from Satguruji’s life, his 
connection with music and his efforts at passing this knowledge 
about music selflessly with the people around him. The 
documentary showed how Satguruji believed that music in itself 
is an association with god himself. He was a firm believer that 
the lyrics of songs should be spiritual and the music should be 
pure. The documentary consisted of confessions from his 
disciples, his acquaintances and his friends. Almost everybody 
agrees with the fact that no one else (at least in their knowledge) 
posses that amount of talent and passion when it comes to 
classical music. He gave the world ‘new taals’ that musicians 
earlier had not even thought of. Even today, musicians say that 
his music was not just about spirituality, but also held true when 
it comes to science and heritage. His students feel that had it not 
been for Satguruji, traditional instruments of playing music 
would have been extinct by now. Musicians who have reached 
places today because of him were shown giving the entire credit 
with immense love to Satguruji. 


“Very few maestros have had such an impact on our generation 
in all spheres of life, on music, on spirituality or on life in general, 
educating everyone as to how they can lead an ideal life specially 
though the field of music. The blessings that Satguru ji gave us 
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artists cannot be found in another parallel in this life or era of 
ours”, said Ustad Zakir Hussain. 

It was amazing initiative to make the nation aware of the 
phenomenal music our ancestors have created and passed on to 
us. The celebration was a thoughtful step and a very new 
approach to admire our very own singers. 


‘Not a promotion of a religious sect' 


mid-day Jul 29, 2019, | Sonia Lulla 
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As a film on Satguru Jagjit Singh's life releases, Zakir Hussain 
on associating with him 





File photo of (from left) Hussain, Satguru Jagjit Singh and 
Ustad Vilayat Khan 


Taranjiet Singh puts words to the dilemma we're set to face 
when asking: What would you do if you had to write this story 
within 200 words? The director isn't discussing the challenges of 
writing for a medium that doesn't offer the advantage of 
endlessly scrolling on, but in fact, shedding light on the follies in 
the way a creative field — like music — is taught today. 
"Institutionalisation of education is a concern. What you learn 
from your music teacher, you then enhance and take further. 
But today, you have books and notations. If you deviate from 
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what's taught, your marks get cut. You can't bind people when 
teaching them to be creative." 


Singh had abundant scope to give wings to his creativity, given 
that he belongs to the Sikh Namdhari sect, which, under the 
guidance of the late Satguru Jagjit Singh, has been privy to an 
education in music that encourages growth. Having ventured 
into film-making later, he decided to revisit his roots and create 
the documentary, Sangeet, Saroop, Satguru, which chronicles 
how Satguru Jagjit Singh and his ancestors ensured that every 
child in the village of Punjab's Bhaini Sahib received an 
education in classical music. 
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Taranjiet Singh 

It has been several years — 130 for Ustad Zakir Hussain and his 
forefathers — since maestros, including Ustad Vilayat Khan have 
been associated with the goings-on in the village. Tabla maestro 
Hussain tells mid-day, "[Going to Bhani Sahib] is like going 
home. We listen to recordings and have incredible interactions. 
There's a lot to learn. Our connection with this temple of music 
and spirituality has existed for generations. Don't look at this as 
a religious sect that is promoting its way of life. The people here 
firmly believe in our tradition and on the importance of nurturing 
it and passing it on to the next generation. That's what the crux 
of this documentary is." 
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Documentary on Satguru Jagjit Singh traces spiritual leader's 
musical legacy in Punjab's Bhaini Sahib 























e Satguru Jagjit Singh (1920-2012) was a spiritual leader whose 
contribution to classical music remains unmatched. 

e The Namdharis are a sect of Sikhs headquartered in Punjab's 
Bhaini Sahib — a village where every youngster is said to be 
trained in Hindustani classical music. 

e Filmmaker Taranjiet Singh's documentary on Satguru Jagjit 
Singh sheds light on his life and prolific legacy, as witnessed in 
the unique village of Bhaini Sahib. 


Imagine a world where every child born can sing to perfection, 
where every household wakes up listening to someone's riyaaz, 
and every classroom rings with the chants of tables and ragas 
alternately. Punjab's Bhaini Sahib village is just that, and more 
— it also headquarters the Namdhari sect of Sikhs, a community 
steeped in the spiritual pursuit of god through music. Anchoring 
this unique religio-cultural legacy, until recently, was the 
legendary head of the community, Satguru Jagjit Singh (1920- 
2012), a spiritual leader whose contribution to classical music 
remains unmatched. 


"Being a Namdhari from birth, | was not really a hard follower 
until 2001, when | was going through a stressful period in my life, 
and | went to Bhaini Sahib to seek out my roots and to seek 
Satguru Ji's blessings. It was probably for the first time in my life 
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that | was having a long conversation with him, and during the 
conversation, the idea cropped up that | should make a 
documentary on who he is and what all he had done for the 
Namdhari community," says Taranjiet Singh, whose 
documentary Sangeet Saroop Satgur assembles the likes of 
Zakir Hussain, Amjad Ali Khan, Shivkumar Sharma, and Birju 
Maharaj, among others, to commemorate the man and his 
unparalleled contribution to Indian music. 





Satguru Jagjit Singh with a young Amjad Ali Khan and his sons. 


In one of the initial scenes in the 160-minute-long documentary, 
Satguru Jagjit Singh says: "Our kitchens distribute free meals 
(langar). Similarly, our concerts have free entry too. The gift of 
music has been granted to us by Satguru — this gift should be 
made available to all those who listen and understand it." The 
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words accurately sum up what he stood for — a soul relentlessly 
pursuing the arts, while showing the way to an entire village of 
followers. 


Satguru Jagjit Singh was initiated into music by his father, 
Satguru Partap Singh. He later went on to master the Dilruba 
under the tutelage of Bhai Mastan Singh of the Patiala gharana, 
before investing his knowledge and resources into making many 
a maestro India boasts of today. 


"Apart from him being a spiritual leader, what struck me was the 
ease with which he started conversations with somebody like 
me. It made me feel very comfortable — he would take keen 
interest in what | was doing, and would actually ask me 
questions like a parent or a friend would ask. He would ask, 
‘What are you working on? Which film are you working on?', and 
so on," says the 48-year-old filmmaker, who's worked as an 
editor in Hindi cinema and advertising for decades. The 
experience came in handy once he stumbled upon hours and 
hours of recorded material — audio cassettes, VHS tapes, even 
printed documents on Satguru Jagjit Singh's life and 
conversations on music, ragas, gharanas, and everything in 
between. The project took off in 2001-2002, and for the next 
two decades, Taranjiet's quest involved rigorous research and 
interviewing of creative stalwarts, some of whom credit their 
careers and successes to Satguru Jagjit Singh. 
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On set, director Taranjiet Singh (left) with cameraperson Manas 


When Hindustani classical virtuoso, Rajan Mishra, met Satguru 
in 1973 as a young man working a white-collar job at a textile 
company, the doyen asked him if he would be interested in 
performing at his annual concert. "I said yes. Soon after, | 
travelled to his residence in Delhi's Pusa Road. When he asked 
me where in Benaras is my home, | said at the Kabir Chouraha. 
On hearing that, Satguru ji said that clearly, Kabir has had his 
influence on me. It took me a while to realise what he meant, 
and then | understood — Kabir was a weaver, and | was working 
in a textile company!" Mishra says in the documentary. 


Not only did the artiste go on to quit his Rs 400-a-month job, but 


he also received a six months' worth of advance payment from 
Satguru Jagjit Singh, which took care of his finances as he 
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geared up to build a career in music. "My brother Sajan joined 
me in Delhi a few days later. We started practising our craft eight 
to 10 hoursa day. And only six months later, when we auditioned 
for a national concert, we were rated as A-grade artistes," 
Mishra remembers. 


Satguru Jagjit Singh's vision for Hindustani classical 
music mandated its inclusion in one's pursuit of god, irrespective 
of the religion followed. "He always wanted to popularise 
Hindustani classical music, but by taking all artistes along," says 
Zakir Hussain, in Sangeet Saroop Satgur. Taranjiet corroborates, 
adding that the maestro never expected fame and recognition 
for himself, and instead, approached his role of a spiritual leader 
and creative patron like a "responsibility". 
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"He always thought that his legacy, which he was carrying 
forward from his father Satguru Partap Singh Ji, was something 
very important and should be preserved. If you would have to 
place him in the cultural map of the country today, (then! would 
say) he has brought about a revolution within the Sikh 
community, the music community, where music is now thought 
of as the first option, even professionally. There are students as 
young as four who are now learning music," the director says. 


The celebrated spiritual leader has been a recipient of several 
awards, and has steered his way through an illustrious journey, 
leaving behind a legacy of social and artistic upliftment. While 
his ambitions were serious, the path he chose was light-hearted 
and unassuming, embracing every creative possibility with open 
arms. Satguru's infectious energy is almost palpable from across 
the screen. "It often became difficult to follow Guru Ji's tempo — 
he would go so slow at times, pronounce and stress on each and 
every word so clearly," a disciple says on camera. 
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The environment of learning propagated by him and his father 
bears testament in Bhaini Sahib itself — a village where every 
child in the last 100 years is said to have been trained in 
Hindustani classical music. According to Taranjiet, his guru’s 
wilful sharing of knowledge stood in direct opposition to the 
culture of gharanas, where gurus were often known to refuse 
lessons if they were not in the mood to teach, and students 
would "have to observe and get it out of them (gurus)". "But here 
was aman, who actually went after everybody and said, ‘Listen, 
| want you to learn this'. There were times when he would wake 
up at 10 pm, and say, ‘Just remember this composition, learn it 
before | forget'." There was no room for breeding insecure 
artistes. 
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The 700 hours of footage —a record of his life and music from 
the '6os to the 2000s — is a result of the leader's foresight and 
wisdom. Sieving through it, however, was far from easy. "Then 
(there was) the process of finding the audio, matching it with the 
VHS, and at the same time, trying to find which composition was 
in the right sur," the director says. He further mentions how the 
general perception of a "godman" is principally challenged by 
the figure of Satguru Jagjit Singh, who has had an impact that 
goes far beyond his own circles. "What is remarkable is the fact 
that he has made the community very disciplined, and he has set 
a cycle in movement — where people tend to work and live 
harmoniously with each other. They tend to be in harmony not 
just with each other but with the environment, and are pretty 
much relaxed. The usual running around, hustle of making more 
money than other people, is so not in Bhaini Sahib, as much as it 
is in other parts of the country," the director says. 


With his film set to release theatrically in Punjab in a matter of 
days, Taranjiet wishes to preserve his guru's teachings for 
posterity. "I do not know how far we will reach in terms of which 
platforms. But yes, definitely either through Vimeo, YouTube, 
or Amazon. We will be hosting this for people to see, trying to 
create awareness (on the subject)," he concludes, in the hope of 
a brighter future for artists, and newer Bhaini Sahibs for India. 
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